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4 The secret Garden
By/ Frances Hodgeon Burnett
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Marry Lennox Martha Sowerby Dickon Sowerby  Colin Craven
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Definitions

spoiled <3 | 3 person who is always given what he/she wants, so
he/she becomes selfish

servants <lila | people who work in someone's house, helping with
cleaning or cooking

secret 4= | something hidden or not known by others

curious 48 | wanting to know or learn about something

miracle 5 »=« | something amazing that seems impossible but
happens

promise 2= 5| to say you will definitely do something

sour osle - L | 3 person who's unfriendly and always in a bad mood

disease o=« | An illness that makes people or animals sick.

determined -2Jle | wanting to do something and not allowing anyone or

==« | anything to stop you
gentle <kl | calm, kind or soft

Mary Lennox was a sour and selfish
little girl who lived in India with rich
parents who didn't care much about
her. She was raised by servants, and
no one taught her to be kind or loving.
When a terrible disease spread in the
house, her parents died, and Mary
was left alone.

Mary was sent to live with her uncle,
Mr. Archibald Craven, in a big, old
house called Misselthwaite Manor, in
the English countryside. The house
was gloomy, full of closed doors and strange noises. Her uncle was rarely at
home, and Mary didn't like the cold or the quiet. She felt even more angry and

alone.
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At Misselthwaite Manor, Mary had to
learn to dress herself, speak politely,
and walk outside every day. A kind maid
named Martha told her stories about the
moor and her brother. Dickon, who loved
animals and plants.

One day, Mary heard about a secret
garden. Ten years ago, Mrs. Craven, her
uncle's wife, had died in the garden, and
Mr. Craven locked the door and buried the key. No one had entered since.
Mary became curious. She wanted to find the garden and see what was

behind its walls.
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As Mary spent more time outdoors, she became stronger and
healthier. She played in the fresh air, walked through the
gardens, and started to feel more alive. One day, she followed
a robin who led her to a hidden spot in the garden wall.
There, buried in the earth, she found a small key.

Later, with the help of the robin again, she found the door to
the secret garden, a heavy wooden door covered in ivy. When
she turned the key and pushed the door open, she stepped

into a magical, hidden world.
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At first, the garden looked dead. The trees were bare, the
flowers were gone, and the vines had grown wild. But Mary
looked closer. She saw small green shoots, buds, and signs of
life. The garden was not dead; it was just asleep.

Mary wanted to wake the garden up. She didn't know how to
care for plants, but she was determined. She started to weed
and dig. She loved the secret, the quiet, and the beauty of the

garden. She asked Martha to send Dickon to help her.
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Dickon was kind, gentle, and full of love for nature.
Animals followed him, and plants seemed to grow where
he walked. When he met Mary, he didn't judge her. Instead,
he taught her how to care for the garden, how to dig, plant,
and talk to the flowers.

The two children worked side by side, bringing the garden
back to life. As the garden bloomed, so did Mary. She

laughed, smiled, and started to feel happy. 4
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One night, Mary heard something strange: a child crying.
She followed the sound through the dark halls of the
manor. Behind a door, she found a boy lying in bed.

It was Colin Craven, her cousin. Colin was always sick and
believed he was going to die. His father kept him hidden
away because he reminded him of his dead wife.

Mary wasn't afraid. She talked to Colin like a real person,
not like a poor, broken boy. She made him curious about

the garden. Colin had never seen it.
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Mary visited Colin often, and slowly, he became less angry
and more curious. She told him about the secret garden, and
finally, they made a plan to sneak him outside.

With Dickon's help, they took Colin in a wheelchair to the
hidden door. When he entered the garden, he was amazed. It
felt like a magical place full of life and peace.

Each day, Colin spent time in the garden. As he laughed and
breathed in the fresh air, something incredible happened: he

began to feel stronger.
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The garden helped Colin grow. Day by day, his legs became
stronger. He practiced walking, first with help, then by himself.
He believed in the magic of the garden, and he believed in
himself.

One day, he stood up without help. Then, he walked. It was a
miracle!

Mary, Dickon, and Colin kept the garden a secret. They laughed, played, and

cared for the flowers and trees together. Their hearts were full of joy.
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Far away, Mr. Craven felt sad and tired for years. One night, he
had a dream of his wife calling him to return to the garden.

He came home, not knowing what to expect. When he reached
the garden wall, he opened the door, and there stood Colin,
walking and smiling.

Mr. Craven was shocked and overjoyed. He hugged his son and
thanked Mary and Dickon. The garden had not only healed

Colin, but also helped Mr. Craven's heart begin to heal.
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From that day on, Misselthwaite Manor was full of light and
laughter. Mary was no longer a lonely girl. She had friends,
love, and a home. Colin was strong and healthy, full of
dreams and plans for the future. Mr. Craven became kind and
loving again.

The secret garden had changed them all. It taught them about
love, hope, friendship, and the healing power of nature.

And though the garden was no longer a secret, it would always be a place of

magic for those who believed in it.
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Choose the correct answer from a, b, cor d
1. Colin used............cu.u.......... @ because he could not walk alone.

a. wheelchair b. car c. bike d. ship
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2. A/An ............is an illness that makes people or animals sick.
a. promise b. disease c. miracle d. gentle
3. Mary is very .....u.....She wants to know everything.

a. boring b. curious C. hice d. tired
4. Mary found a..........cccceeeeseenee.. d0Or hidden behind the ivy.

a. plastic b. glass c. wooden d. water
5. She's a.. s ccennenne. girl. She's very selfish.

a. spoiled b. sad c. happy d. nice

Choose the correct answer from the word box to complete the story

[ Bare - ivy - magical - shoots ]

Mary found the door to the secret garden. The door was covered in
() ...When she opened the door, she stepped into a
(2) h|dden world At first, the garden looked dead. The
trees were (3).....cooeecs s th@ flowers were gone, and the vines had
grown wild.

Read and write T (True) or F (False)
1. Misselthwaite Manor was bright and small.

2. Mary was a happy and friendly girl when she lived in India.
3. A rabbit helped Mary find the garden.

4. The secret garden wasn't dead, it was just asleep.
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Answer questions about the story
1. What happened to Mary's parents?

2. Who helped Mary take care of the secret garden?
3. Who came back to the manor at the end of the story?

4. What did you learn from the story?
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